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I just spent the last 10 minutes looking at the blank page wondering 
what to say.  I can’t believe that this is my last article as your Director 
of Junior Clubs.  This March, I’ll be pinning Dusty Smith as the new 
Director, and I am confident that Dusty will do us all proud.  She 
is excited to start her new role.  I want to say the memories that 
were created during the past two years will be cherished by me for 
a lifetime.  You have all made me feel so welcome during the past 
two years at any and all events we were together.  I am proud to 
have represented the Junior Clubs of our wonderful state. Thank 
you.

Look for a section in GFWC News & Notes on March 26th for State 
Director’s Project:  Our State project will be highlighted.  The State 
Juniors Directors have been given the opportunity to highlight 
her project in News & Notes.  Since West Virginia’s project is a 
combined project, the article will be on our State Project as a whole.  
I’m excited that I get to share our exciting project to our members 
all over the world.

As you know the state convention is only a few weeks away, 
and I want to invite you all to the Junior/General Luncheon.  I’ll be 
presiding over the session and the theme of the luncheon is Battle 
for the Ballot, a tribute to Woman’s Suffrage.  We will learn of our 
history in our right to vote and discuss events that are planned in 
West Virginia that your club can attend.  The details are still in the 
works, but I promise you, you don’t want to miss it.  If you are really 
excited about the topic, don’t hesitate to wear white in honor of 
the women who laid the groundwork for us 100 + years ago.  

We will have a special guest with us in March, Deb Strahanoski, 
GFWC First Vice President.  For those who have not met her, she is 
a hoot!  She will be our speaker Friday night of convention.  We are 
excited that she can join us.  Let’s all welcome her to West Virginia 
and the beautiful Greenbrier.

See you all soon.

In Federation Love,
Dana

GFWC WV Director of Jr. Clubs’ Message

Son, Matthew - Dana Richardson, GFWC West Virginia 
Director of Junior Clubs  - Husband, Steve - Son, Austin
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Make a lasting first 
impression to build a strong 
forever relationship with 
members.

Keeping new members 
engaged with our organization 
is key. This  approach 
ensures  our organization 
thrives for years to come. Think 
about it: Most people decide 
if they’re going to participate 
in our  organization  long-term 
within the first months, days 
and even minutes of joining. 
The first interactions with our 
organization make a lasting 

impression on a new member. 
They  provide the hook needed 
for you to build a relationship 
that lasts for many years.

To make that relationship 
a strong one, here are six 
tips  to  keep  your  new club 
members engaged:

1. Thank them.  It’s a simple 
gesture. Thanking new members 
for joining your organization 
makes  them feel appreciated 
right away. Send new members 
an email or phone call from your 
president or executive board. 
Celebrate them by listing  each 
new member  in your email 
newsletter. 

2. Give them an 
orientation.  Make new 
members feel at home. Let them 
know what to expect next and 
where to go for information. For 
example:

What communica-

tions can they expect to receive 
from you?

Ask to  be  added  to their 
“safe sender” list, so they won’t 
miss any  email updates  from 
you.

Direct them to online 
resources, such as  your  club 
website, or Facebook page; 
GFWC West Virginia’s website 
and GFWC’s website.

 3. Assign them a “Big 
Sister” or “Member Mentor”. 
Through your social community, 
connect new members with 
other club members or GFWC 
WV members.  This  helps  new 
members get to know the 
organization and feel more 
welcome.

4. Get personal.  Personalize 
the member experience. 
Present your members with 
content specific to their needs 
and interests. You will win them 

over by showing you understand 
them and you’re working to 
deliver value to them.

5. Take it a step further. Take 
your member experience to 
the next level. Offer leadership 
training opportunities for them 
to participate in within your 
club, such as committees and 
chairmanships. The next level 
would be in invite them to 
attend district, state, region and 
GFWC International meetings 
and events.  

6. Foster continuous 
engagement.  Use  a mobile 
app to engage your members 
through push notifications. 
For example, as an important 
topic is  talked about  within 
your member community, notify 
members so they can join the 
conversation.                                                           Peggy 
Smith, Director of Marketing, 
Membership Solutions
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GFWC West Virginia President’s Message 
“I can no other answer make, but, 
thanks, and thanks.”
                                     William Shakespeare
“As we express our gratitude, we 
must never forget that the highest 
appreciation is not to utter words, but 
to live by them.”
                                      John F. Kennedy

And this is what you have 
done for me and GFWC.  Your 
participation in our organization 

shows that you live by the purpose of GFWC to improve the 
betterment of your community and the world.  Thank you so much.

As we prepare for a change in administration, we have one more 
event to attend and greet our fellow members.  March 20 and 21 
are the dates of the GFWC West Virginia State Convention at the 
Greenbrier.  We always have our awards, reports, skits, business, 
and fundraising with our vendors.  This year we will have a special 
guest, Deb Strahanoski, GFWC First Vice President.  She will be on 
the program Friday evening. You won’t want to miss her message. 

The luncheon on Saturday will be a tribute to the effort to gain the 
right to vote for women.  The theme is, “Battle for the Ballot”.  I hope 

you have made your reservation.  It promises to be entertaining.
Another highlight includes a room full of vendors and District 

Theme Baskets. 
The Arts and Crafts competition, Pennies for Arts, and the GFWC 

Photo contest will be in the Chesapeake Room.  It is wonderful to 
see the talents of our members and young people.  The GFWC 
Photo contest will be directed by Linda Lemaster.  She is available at 
lindajl2014@gmail.com if you have any questions.  The application 
is available at gfwc.org, click on the Club Manuel, click on Contests 
and locate the photo contest.  A release form must accompany the 
photo.  The winner’s photo will be sent on to the GFWC competition 
in June.

A special event occurs Saturday evening with the Installation 
of newly elected officers, earlier in the day, for 2020 – 2022.  A 
reception follows to celebrate them.

Don’t forget GFWC Convention in Atlanta, GA, June 27-July 1.  
Registration begins in March at gfwc.org.  LEADS will be offered at 
convention and financial assistance is available.  The application is 
on the website at gfwc.org and send it to me.

Lots of activity and plenty of hugs.  See you soon.
Pamela McCoy
GFWC West Virginia President

Memorial Day Parade
May 25, 2020 10:00am

Visit Historic Grafton, WV!

International Mother’s Day Shrine
Anna Jarvis Home

Tygart Lake & Dam
National Cemetary

Gallery 62 West
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News from the Clubs

GFWC WV Bethany Woman’s 
Club  members participating 
with Chambers-James Funeral 
Home with the valentine  project 
for service men and women 
serving aboard.
Pictured: Judy Pyle, Helen Moren and 
Judy Van Horn

GFWCWV Rupert Woman’s Club Chose to donate teddy bears and small stuffed animals to Local Fire 
& Rescue Services, local Sheriff Department, and local State Police for carrying in their vehicles to give 
to children when removing them from their homes due to Domestic Violence, child abuse, etc., or when 
they witness the loss of their home due to fire, and various other scenarios that require comforting a 
child! 12 members packaged the items in cellophane bags and tied them with curling ribbon! More 
comfort toys are being donated and will be included in our delivery to six fire departments and 2 
police stations, thus completing our 2020 MLK Service Project! 
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News from the Clubs

North Central
Junior Alumnae Club

“Bridging the Gap”

•   Established in 1989 and Federated in March 1990 by a group of
Junior friends who had reached the magical age to become Generals
and needed to “Bridge the Gap”

•   Comprised of former Juniors throughout the State that have
previously held membership in Junior Clubs within other Districts

•   Intent is to help Juniors that have reached the magical age of 40
to continue their Federation involvement by “Bridging the Gap” andto continue their Federation involvement by “Bridging the Gap” and
making a smooth transition into General Club Membership.

Juniors Generals

Congratulation
Award

Presented to the
50 Year Club

Members of the
GFWC Womanʼs Club

of Omar

Janice Stone
Johnnie Lee Harris

Norma Gwinn

On Martin Luther King Day, members of GFWC 
WV Woman’s Club of Cross Lanes gathered to 
pack boxes of cookies for local First Responders 
at Tyler Mountain VFD, Kanawha County Sheriff’s 
Detachment, and the Kanawha County EMS station.  
The ladies baked so many cookies that they also 
delivered cookies to the local Library, Post Office, 
and some businesses that had supported the Club 
during 2019.   

 Pictured is Diana Fleek, Co-President of GFWC WV 
Woman’s Club of Cross Lanes. 

The GFWC WV Woman’s Club of Cross Lanes 
began 2020 with a “Souper Game Night.”  
Hostesses prepared homemade soup and 
other goodies for a light supper.  They 
provided a variety of board games and card 
games for members to play after the meal.  
Players at one table repeatedly called “Uno!” 
and the ladies at another table often gleefully 
yelled “Sorry!”  The group shown in the 
picture happily enjoyed a quieter game of 
dominoes.  
Shown L to R: Bernice Cottrill, Sharon Martin, Fran 
Noble, and Sharon Morrison

T h e 
M a r l i n t o n 
W o m a n ’s 
Club is 
proud of 
our support 
of our 
community 
and the 
world!

E v e r y 
year we 
p r o v i d e 

financial support and gowns and bags for 
Operation Smile Train which provides surgery 
for children with cleft palates, and the Heifer 
International, which provides livestock to 
impoverished communities. We recently 
made the “over-the-top” donation to the 
Pocahontas County Senior Citizens Center 
for the purchase of a new Meals-on-Wheels 
truck.  We are looking forward to another 
year of community service and fun!
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Helen Moren, 
President

GFWC WV Bethany Woman’s 
Club endorses Helen Moren as 
President of the GFWC West 
Virginia Federation 2020-
2022 administration.  With 
her leadership qualities and 
dedication, she will serve 
the state with the best of her 
abilities.

Helen’s journey started 
several years ago when she 
became a member of the GFWC 

WV Bethany Woman’s Club, never thinking that journey would lead 
her to become GFWC WV President.

An active member of the GFWC WV Bethany Woman’s Club for 
several years, she served as committee chairman, various offices 
and has been Club President several times.  In the Northern District 
she served several times in various offices and held the position of 
District President three different times, and currently is serving as 
District Treasurer.   

Helen has been appointed to various GFWC WV positions on the 
board and council.  Elected as GFWC WV Treasurer in 2010, she is 
currently serving as President-elect.

An active community member serving seventeen years as Town 
Recorder and currently serving as a member of town council.   A 
member of the Bethany Community Recreational Association 
where she holds the office of Secretary-Treasurer.

A Past Matron of the Order of Eastern Star where she has held 
several offices, and currently serving as Worthy Matron.

An Elder of Bethany Memorial Church, currently serving as church 
Moderator, is serving on the search committee for a new minister. 

Helen is a retired postal clerk, attended Bethany College and 
graduated from West Liberty College.  She is a widow with one 
daughter and two grandchildren.

 Helen is looking forward to working with the officers, board, 
council, club Presidents and members of the federation.   It’s going 
to be a fun time, with new ideas and bringing changes for the 
betterment of the federation.   

Cathy Jo Bryant,
President-elect

GFWC 25840 Junior Alumnae 
Club proudly endorses Cathy 
Jo Bryant as candidate for the 
office of GFWC West Virginia 
President-elect, 2018-2020.  
In addition to the alumnae 
club, she is a member of GFWC 
Fayetteville Woman’s Club.

Cathy Jo, a GFWC West 
Virginia lifetime member, 
began her career in Federation 
as a member of the GFWC 

Fayetteville Junior Woman’s Club.  Joining the Juniors in 1997 
sparked her love of volunteerism.  She served as Club President and 
Treasurer and as past advisor to the GFWC Fayetteville Juniorettes.  

GFWC West Virginia Junior Department flourished under her 
leadership as Director of Junior Clubs, 2008-2010, leading the 
efforts of WV clubwomen in advocating for the passage of state 
legislation to protect elderly and incapacitated adults.  She was a 
member of the Junior Board from 2004 until 2010. 

Beginning in 2008 as GFWC West Virginia Director of Junior 
Clubs, Cathy Jo continually served on the GFWC Board of Directors 
through 2018.  She served on the Constitution and Bylaws 
Committee (2010-2012), served as GFWC Director-elect of Junior 
Clubs (2012-2014), GFWC Director of Junior Clubs (2014-2016) 
and on the Legislation/Public Policy committee (2016-2018).  

Cathy Jo has served on the GFWC West Virginia Board as 
Scholarship Board Chairman (2014-2016), Second Vice President 
(2016-2018) and currently First Vice President.

Cathy Jo and husband Charlie live in Fayetteville.  She is employed 
with the WV Supreme Court of Appeals in the Magistrate Court 
of Fayette County.  In the community, Cathy Jo and Charlie are 
members of Gum Spring Baptist Church and Cathy Jo serves as the 
Wreaths Across America Location Coordinator for Huse Memorial 
Park.

Candidate Endorsements
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Natalie Hinkle,
First Vice President

The members of GFWC North 
Central Junior Alumnae Club 
are honored to endorse Natalie 
S. Hinkle, as a candidate for 
GFWC West Virginia First Vice 
President.

Natalie began her 
membership in Federation in 
1991 when she joined GFWC 
Buckhannon Junior Woman’s 
Club. Since that time, Natalie 
has served GFWC well in various 

capacities, in both the Junior and General Departments at the local 
club, district, state, region and national levels.

Within her local Junior Club, Natalie served as President, 
Conservation Chairman and various chairs and committees.

In the GFWC WV Junior Department she served as Fundraising 
Chairman, North Central District Treasurer, North Central District 
Director, Juniorette Chairman, Junior Membership Chairman, 
Director-elect of Junior Clubs and Director of Junior Clubs in 2002-
2004.

Natalie also served on the GFWC Junior Executive Committee 
in 2004-2006 as GFWC Writing Contest Chairman and as 
Gift Committee Chairman. She has continued to serve GFWC 
WV as Leadership Chairman, Treasurer, Recording Secretary, 
Communication and Identity Chairman, Central District Vice 
President, Central District President in 2012-2014, Bylaws 
Committee Chairman, Protocol Chairman and Second Vice 
President.

Natalie served GFWC Southeastern Region as Standing Rules 
Committee Chairman, Fundraising Committee Co-Chairman, and 
Jennie Award Chairman.

Natalie is proud to have been a member of the Buckhannon 
Woman’s Club, GFWC Woman's Club of Elkins, GFWC Nannette’s 
Fountainettes, and GFWC Marta’s Cruisin’ Juniors.

As a member of the GFWC North Central Junior Alumnae Club 
since 2009, she served as President in 2014-2016.

Natalie, her husband, Michael, and their daughter, Leanna, reside 
in Buckhannon.  

Terri Diamond,
Second Vice President

The GFWC Woman’s Club of 
Omar endorses Terri Diamond as 
a candidate for office of GFWC-
WV Second Vice President.

A member of GFWC for 46 
years, starting as a Juniorette 
in 1973 and later joined The 
Woman’s Club of Omar in 1976.  
After many years in GFWC, Terri 
began a new road in GFWC WV 
by having dual membership by 
joining the GFWC WV Woman’s 

Club of South Charleston after moving to her new home in South 
Charleston in February 2019.  Club offices held in the Omar Club:  
Historian, 2nd & 1st Vice President, and Club President (3 different 
administrations).  Has chaired the Membership, Arts & Crafts, 
Fundraising, Leadership, International Outreach, Publicity, By-Laws 
and Budget/Finance Committees.

On the Southwestern District level, she has served as Historian, 
Recording Secretary, 2nd & 1st Vice President, and 2014-2016 
District President.  Also, she has served as chairman of Membership, 
Long Range Planning, Budget/Finance, Fundraising and Arts/
Crafts.

Terri has been on the state committee teams of Fundraising, 
Membership, Arts & Crafts, and Election Committees. 2012 GFWC-
WV LEADS Candidate. 2014-2016 Board & Council, 2016-18 Jenny 
Award Chairman, and 2018-2020 State Recording Secretary.

Terri’s a 1978 graduate of SWVCTC with an Associate Degree in 
Science and Radiologic Technology.  She has been a Radiologic 
Technologist for 41 years and employed at Orthopedic Healthcare 
in Charleston for the past 13 years.  She serves on the auxiliary for 
the Omar Fire Department. Terri is the proud mother of 3 children 
and 4 grandchildren who supports her in all her endeavors.

Candidate Endorsements

GFWC WV
Woman’s Club

of South Charleston

Celebrating 100 Years
of Community Service
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In Memory of Those We Lost
Woman’s Club of Wheeling

Sally Wells Ezell
Dorothy Hill

Mary Lou Mauck
Janice Zoeckler

Southern District
“Passed the Hat”

during our Fall District Convention.

Beckley Bluewell Keystone/Northfork McDowell

M
ar
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n
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utual Im
provem

ent
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ce
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a
Peterstow

n

Rupert Shady Spring Valley

President Lisa Lineberry
connected the dots

with the 11 clubs present.
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Rosemary 
Thomas,
Recording Secretary

Rosemary M. Thomas, GFWC 
WV Treasurer and Vice President 
for Enrollment Management 
and Institutional Advancement 
at Davis & Elkins College, 
was born and raised in West 
Virginia.  She is a graduate of 
Clemson University and holds 

a Bachelor of Arts in Political Science and Communications.  She 
received her Masters of Public Administration from the University of 
South Carolina and Doctorate in Educational Leadership from West 
Virginia University.

Rosemary grew up in a family that taught her public service 
was not an option but a responsibility.  She served as Chief 
Operating Officer of the General Federation of Women’s Clubs in 
Washington, D.C. 2014-2017. As a fourth generation Clubwoman, 
she was involved in many levels of leadership in GFWC prior to and 
subsequent to joining the staff.  

Thomas served as GFWC West Virginia Director of Junior Clubs 
2000-2002 and was a member of the GFWC Junior Executive 
Committee as a member of the Education Committee 2002-2004.  
Other affiliations include the American Cancer Society, United Way, 
Rotary International, Quota International, The American Legion 
Auxiliary Girls State and Girls Nation programs. 

She is a nationally recognized speaker and workshop leader 
on board relations, volunteer management, fund raising and 
leadership development. 

Linda Walker,
Treasurer

GFWC Parkersburg Woman’s 
Club endorses Linda Walker 
for Treasurer of GFWC West 
Virginia 2020.

She has been a club member 
since 2009 and served as 
President 2014-2016. She, also, 
served as First Vice President 

(fundraising) and Third Vice President (clubhouse) and, presently, 
Seco.nd Vice President (programs). In addition, she served as 
Chairman of Conservation CSP and served on the International 
Outreach and Public Issues CSP Committees. On the District Level 
she has served as the Vice President, President Elect and President 
of the Western District.

in her community she served on the planning committee for Relay 
for Life for 20 years. She is a member of Beta Sigma Phi for 40 years 
and a member of Parkersburg Kiwanis. She also attends New Hope 
Baptist Church. Her hobbies include doing crafts and making 
beautiful cards. She enjoys serving.

Linda is retired from the Public Debt, Treasury Department, for 12 
years. She, also, worked in the Accounting Department. She had 
special training in accounting to use in case of emergencies. During 
Sharon Sheridan’s administration, she filled in as the State Treasurer 
for six months. She enjoyed being helpful in a time of need.

Linda has a busy family with three children, Patrick, Thomas 
(serving in the military in Latvia), and Michele, four grandchildren, 
and one great granddaughter. Linda is excited about the possibility 
of continuing her service to GFWC West Virginia.

Candidate Endorsements

Congratulations on
100 Years of Service

Organized 1902
State Federation 1919

General Federation 1920

Tuesday Arts Club
of Moundsville

Mutual Improvement Club
of Ronceverte

Celebrating Their 118th Anniversary

West Virginia’s Oldest Club
Organized in 1893
Federated in 1901

Our club is proud to be a part of
GFWC International

GFWC WV
GFWC WV Southern District
& the Town of Ronceverte

304-343-0522
304-984-3626

6125 Sissonville Dr
500 Hunt Ave

Charleston, WV
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Spring Contributors
Candidate Endorsements

Dusty Smith, 
Director of Junior Clubs

Dusty Smith has been a member of the 
GFWC WV since 2015. She is a member of the 
GFWC Point Pleasant Junior Woman’s Club.  
The members of the GFWC Point Pleasant 
Junior Woman’s Club are excited to endorse 
her along her journey in GFWC WV. During 
her time as a member Dusty has served as 
President and is currently serving as both the 
Secretary of her club as well as the Director- 
Elect of Junior Clubs.

 Dusty has earned two Associate degrees, 
most recently being an Associate’s of Applied 
Science in Business Administration from 

WVUP in 2019. She has worked for the State of WV in various agencies beginning 
with WorkForce WV (WVBEP) where she worked for 12 years.  Following 
WorkForce she moved to the Department of Transportation for 8 years and then 
to the WV State Purchasing Division as a Buyer, where she is currently employed.

 Dusty has enjoyed working in Procurement in each of the positions that she has 
had over the years. She has been married to her husband, Tony, for over 23 years.  
They have made a life together in Leon, West Virginia. Tony is a Transportation 
Operator for Mason County Schools. They have two children, a daughter Valerie 
Sayre (Richard), who is a newlywed and graduate of Fairmont State University as 
well as a son, Chase, who is 10 years old and loves LEGOS and Dinosaurs.

$150.00
GFWC Romney 

Woman’s Club of Elkins 
GFWC Woman’s Club of 

Bridgeport

$100.00
Capital Woman’s Club 

GFWC Valley Woman’s Club 
Woman’s Club of Logan 

Pea Ridge Woman’s Club 
Woman’s Club of Hamlin

$50.00
GFWC North Central  

District Junior Alumnae 
Woman’s Club of Fairmont 

Mountaineer Woman’s Club 
20th Century Study Club of 

Follansbee 
Civic League of Warwood 

Oceana Woman’s Club 
GFWC Bluewell Woman’s Club 
Woman’s Club of Cox Landing 

GFWC Pt. Pleasant Junior 
Woman’s Club 

GFWC Ravenswood Civic Club 
GFWC Junior Woman’s Club of 

Elkins 
Woman’s Club of Wheeling

$15.00
GFWC Woman’s Club of Omar 

GFWC Woman’s Club of Grafton 
GFWC North Central Junior 

Alumnae 
Williamson Woman’s Club

News from the Clubs
In recognition and support of 

Martin Luther King, Jr. Day on January 
20, Home Life members and club 
members of the Woman’s Club of 
Wheeling attended the yearly student 
essay breakfast honoring the award 
winners. We assisted with serving 
food and donated drinks to over 
100 guests. Ron Scott, Jr., Director 
of Cultural Diversity at the YWCA 
handled the event. Volunteering 
our time were President Patty Travis, 
Second Vice President Loma Nevels, 
Home Life Co-Chairs Liz McKee and 
Tess Vaonakis, members Janice Ritner, 
Eileen Haught, and Carol Ramser.  
The ladies enjoyed participating at 
this community event for several 
hours in recognition of Martin Luther 
King, Jr. Day. 
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GFWC Bridgeport
Junior Women’s Club Presents

The Second Annual
Be The Change Ball

March 7th, 2020
Benefitting

bethechangeball.com
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Attend 

Convention 
March 

20-22!

Pamela McCoy
GFWC WV President

2018-2020

Congratulations!
The Woman’s Club of Huntington is so proud

of you for your dedication and leadership
to GFWC WV.


